
Albion Primary School
Year 1 Reading Workshop



Reading Changes Everything

Teach a child to read, and keep that child reading, 
and we will change everything.

And I mean everything.

Jeanette Winterson



Welcome
What will we cover in today’s session?

• Fire procedure

• Introduction to RWI and the teaching of reading and phonics in Year 1

• How to support your child's reading at home, including how to log in 
to Oxford Owl

• The Phonics Screening Check 

• Accelerated Reading and what happens once children move beyond 
the RWI phonics scheme

• Sharing and discussing stories with your child 

• Q&A

• Evaluation 



How is reading taught at Albion?

One-to-one tutoring – ‘Keep up, not catch up!’

At Albion, children begin their reading 
journey by developing their phonic 
knowledge. RWI is used throughout Early 
Years and KS1 to support this. This is taught 
during daily streamed sessions. 

Once the children are ready to progress, they are 
introduced to Accelerated Reader which aims to support 
children in becoming fluent, confident and independent 
readers. Each time your child reads a book, they 
complete a short comprehension quiz to ensure 
understanding of what they have read.



Daily Read Write Inc. Phonics Lessons



Teaching Sounds
Key Language:

 Phoneme - The smallest unit of sound. There are approximately 44 phonemes in English 
(it depends on different accents). Phonemes can be put together to make words.

 Grapheme - A way of writing down a phoneme. Graphemes can be made up from 1 
letter e.g. p, 2 letters e.g. sh, 3 letters e.g. tch or 4 letters e.g. ough.

 Digraph - A grapheme containing two letters that makes just one sound (phoneme).

 Trigraph - A grapheme containing three letters that makes just one sound (phoneme).

English alphabetic code has:

 44 sounds

 26 letters

 Over 150+ graphemes (letter combinations)

This makes it one of the most complex alphabetic codes in the world.



Speed Sounds Set 1 and Set 2



Speed Sounds Set 3



It’s your turn!

Let’s practise saying some sounds!

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/welcome-back/for-school-back/online-learning/rwi-phonics/home--6?query=Sound+pronunciation+guide+-+video&toggle=header-block-information-closed
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/welcome-back/for-school-back/online-learning/rwi-phonics/home--6?query=Sound+pronunciation+guide+-+video&toggle=header-block-information-closed


Word Reading 

Fred Fingers – We use these to teach spelling.

Fred the Frog – We use Fred to help us to teach 
children to sound out and blend words to read 
them. We call sounding out Fred Talk. 

Green Words – These are words which we can 
sound out and blend accurately.

Red Words – These are words which are 
exceptions to phonics rules. They are often 
referred to as common exception words or CEWs.



It’s your turn!

Let’s practise reading some green 
words. 

Can you find the tricky letter in 
the red word in your pack?



Story Reading 

The children use their word reading skills to support them in reading a range of 
story books tailored to their ability level. Children will read one story multiple 
times in a week to build their confidence and fluency.  

The children also complete a range of spelling, grammar and writing activities 
based upon the book they are reading. 



Which books will children read at home?

+ +

A colour banded book 
which matches the 
children’s RWI level. 

A book of their choice 
from our book corner 
and book box 
collection. 

The book they are 
reading during RWI 
session set online on 
Oxford Owl. 



Let’s take a look at Oxford Owl
1. Search Oxford Owl in the web browser

2. Login using your child's login details 

3. Click on Read Write Inc. eBook Library 

4. Read the assigned story 

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/
https://classroom.google.com/
https://classroom.google.com/


Free Video 
Tutorials/Guides

Ruth Miskin Parent’s Page:

 https://www.ruthmiskin.com/parentsandcarers/

RWI Parent/Carer Videos on YouTube:

 https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLDe74j1F52zSCiOMSn3zQDSzgu9TrbQ
1c

Oxford Owl Parent’s Page:

 https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/reading-schemes-oxford-levels/read-
write-inc-phonics-guide/

https://www.ruthmiskin.com/parentsandcarers/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLDe74j1F52zSCiOMSn3zQDSzgu9TrbQ1c
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/reading-schemes-oxford-levels/read-write-inc-phonics-guide/


The Year 1 Phonics Screening Check

This is a word-reading test at the end of Year 1 where children read 40 
words. This is completed 1:1 with the class teacher. 

Children are reminded to look for the special 
friends in words, Fred talk and then read the 
word.

The screening begins with easier words and 
progressively gets harder. It contains a range 
of real and nonsense words. 

The children either pass or fail. The usual pass 
mark is 32/40.

What can you do?
1. Use ‘Special friends, Fred talk, read the word’ to read words.
2. Practise reading sounds speedily - review, review, review.
3. Listen to your child read their book bag book and Oxford Owl 
book every day.
4. Look at the exemplar checks on GC or the government 
website.



Accelerated Reader 

https://www.albionprimaryschool.co.uk/AR/

https://www.albionprimaryschool.co.uk/AR/


Children who never have a story read to them, who never 
hear words that rhyme, who never imagine fighting with 
dragons or marrying a prince, have the odds 
overwhelmingly against them.

Maryanne Wolf

Why is Storytime important?



1. Sustain attention

2. Appreciate rhythm and rhyme

3. Build pictures in their minds from the words on the page

4. Understand humour and irony 

5. Use new words and phrases in different contexts  - and later in writing

6. Learn new vocabulary and knowledge of the world

7. Think about characters’ feelings and use appropriate voices

8. Follow a plot with all its twists and turns

9. Understand suspense and predict what’s about to happen next

10. Link sentences and ideas from one passage to the next

Storytime
10 things your child learns when you read aloud stories 
and poems every day



Top Tips – Storytime

1. Make it a treat

2. Make it a special quiet time

3. Show curiosity 

4. Read the whole story once without stopping

5. Chat about the story

6. Ask lots of question but try to avoid making it too taxing 

7. Link to other stories and experiences

8. Read favourites over and over again

9. Use different voices

10. Love the book



Story Comprehension 
What type of questions could you ask and discuss while reading? 

In your packs, you will find a little booklet full 
of question/discussion starters to use when 
sharing and talking about stories. 



Handwriting
• We use a handwriting scheme called Letter-join.
•

•

•

•



It’s your turn!
 Let’s practise forming cursive letters 

on our handwriting sheets.

 We trace the grey letters and 
then write our own starting on each dot 
on the line below.

 You can use the Letter Join login in your 
reading logs to access the website and 
practise your handwriting using fun games 
and activities too!

https://www.letterjoin.co.uk/desktop_edition/home/index
https://www.letterjoin.co.uk/desktop_edition/home/index


Any questions?



Evaluation




