
Albion Primary School
Reception Reading Workshop 2



Reading

“The more that you read, the more things you will 

know. The more that you learn, the more places 

you’ll go.”

Dr Seuss



Welcome

• Fire procedure

• ‘Special Friends’ – Set 1 and Set 2 sounds 

• Helping your child to blend 

• Reading at home

• Storytime at home 

• Evaluation sheets



Speed Sounds Set 2 (MTYT)

ll

ss

zz

ff

ck



Special Friends (Set 1)  



‘Special Friends’, ‘Fred Talk’, read the word. 

quit



Picture Phrases



‘Special Friends’, ‘Fred Talk’, read the 

word. Try with me.



What can you do?

1. Practise the sounds and phrases

2. Practise reading sounds speedily -

 ‘review, review, review’

3. Use ‘Special Friends’, ‘Fred Talk’, 

 read the word’ to read words



Reading with Fred Talk



Helping your child to blend at home -

Fred Talk routine

1. Say the word in sounds as Fred e.g. c-a-t.

2. Ask your child to repeat. Can they ‘jump-in’ with the 

whole word?

3. Say the word in sounds followed by the whole word e.g. 

c-a-t, cat

4. Ask your child to repeat



Helping your child to blend at home



Fred games and Fred talk throughout the day

 Shall we have some

 What would you like to

 Let’s put on your

l-u-n-ch?

p-l-ay?

c-oa-t.



What can I do?

1. Speak like Fred throughout the day

2. Play Fred games

3. Use ‘Fred Talk, read the word’ to read 

words



What to expect…

Children have been re-assessed and are now in different 

phonics groups.

Depending on their level, children will read a book in class 

and after day 3 that book will be set on Oxford Owl for 

them to access with you. 

If your child is in a ditty group, they will have a daily 

sheet that reflects their learning for them to practice with 

you. 

Your child will have a book for pleasure AND a book bag 

book for them to read at home. Please ensure these are 

brought back to weekly every Thursday. 



Reading at home

‘Three with me, four at home’

Accuracy

Fluency

Comprehension

Read and enjoy at home



After the third read…



Which books will children bring home?

+ + +



‘Three with me, four at home’

 Let’s have a look at the books on Oxford Owl…



‘Special Friends’, ‘Fred Talk’, read the 

word



Red Words



Book Bag Books

• Extra reading practice at home

• Uniquely matched to the Read Write Inc. Phonics 

Storybooks.

• Reinforce children's learning of phonics at the 

appropriate level.

• Helps to make even faster progress in reading.



Logging on to Oxford Owl



What can you do?

• Listen to your child read the same Storybook 

again and again 

• Encourage them to use ’Special Friends’, ‘Fred 

Talk’, ‘read the word’

• Discuss the story and encourage their storyteller 

voice.



• Read to your children every day

• Ask lots of questions and share opinions

• Help your children to recognise ‘special friends’, Red 

Words and word patterns. 

Storytime at home

Children who never have a story read to them, who never hear words that 

rhyme, who never imagine fighting with dragons or marrying a prince, have the 

odds overwhelmingly against them.

Maryanne Wolf



Repeated readings

Again! Again!
 Children are wired to thrive on repetition



10 things your child learns when you 

read aloud stories and poems every day

1. Sustain attention

2. Appreciate rhythm and rhyme

3. Build pictures in their minds from the words on the page

4. Understand humour and irony 

5. Use new words and phrases in different contexts  - and later in 

writing

6. Learn new vocabulary and knowledge of the world

7. Think about characters’ feelings and use appropriate voices

8. Follow a plot with all its twists and turns

9. Understand suspense and predict what’s about to happen next

10. Link sentences and ideas from one passage to the next



Storytimes



Room on the Broom



Top Tips - Storytime

1. Make it a treat

2. Make it a special quiet time

3. Show curiosity 

4. Read story once without stopping

5. Chat about the story

6. Avoid testing with questions

7. Link to other stories and experiences

8. Read favourites over and over again

9. Use different voices

10. Love the book



Be a ‘talk-a-lot’ family

• Talk to your child as much as possible 

• Use new and ambitious vocabulary

• Build interesting sentences together



Free Online resources

 Ruth Miskin Parents’ Page:

 http://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/parents/

 Ruth Miskin Facebook:

 https://www.facebook.com/miskin.education

 Free e-books for home reading:

 http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/Reading/

http://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/parents/
https://www.facebook.com/miskin.education
http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/Reading/


Any questions?



Finally…

• Whilst you are waiting for your child, take out the Green 
Words/Red words and the Set 1 Speed Sounds chart to 
practise with your child

• Children line up to go back to class

• Evaluation form 

• Our last workshop will be shorter and will be about ‘Talk for 
Writing’. It will be at 9.05am on Wednesday 4th February


