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When, Why, What?

 Introduced in November 2022

 Lots of good practice teaching writing at Albion but we 
wanted needed a fresh approach focusing on the key skills

 Talk for Writing is a concept introduced by Pie Corbett and 
is based on the principles of how children learn 

 Children speak before they write

 They hear the story and repeat it

 They orally share the thinking involved in the writing 
process

To write it you must first be able to speak 
it!
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How it works at Albion

 Not a scheme – a way or working

 Adapted to suit our needs e.g. less time learning text

 Adapted by key stage

 One cold write and one hot write per half term

 Texts used usually related to topics
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The main principles

 Based on good quality texts

 Covers different genre types (fiction, instructions, non 
chronological reports, recounts, persuasive writing etc)

 Can be used across the curriculum

 Start with what do we already know – Cold Write

 What has this told us? What do we need to learn?

 Learn a piece of text, absorb the language

 Build up to the final, improved piece of writing – Hot Write

Imitation Innovation 

Independence
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Children learn language through imitation, 

innovation and invention. 

 Direct imitation of language they hear

 Words that get a reaction

Memorable and meaningful 

– actions and expressions as we speak

Repetition ‘Once upon a time…’’One day…’

‘First, next, then…’ ‘Luckily, unfortunately…’

‘Finally, they all lived happily ever after!’

Restate and recast

“We goed to the farm.”

“Yes, we went to the farm.”
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Internalising narrative patterns
 The story as an experience of memorable, 

meaningful images

 The underlying template of a story – plot pattern

 The building blocks – characters, settings and 

events, as well as openings and endings

 The flow of the sentences – syntax

 Words – especially memorable sensory details and 

connectives
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Talk for writing happens at 3 levels
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NVjSYJS3PB0





Substitute with the class





Character bank

King, queen, princess, prince, farmer, 

mother, father, grandfather, 

grandmother, beggar, wise old woman, 

brothers, sisters, servants, hero, 

heroine, giant, ogre, troll, woodcutter, 

thief, gnome, dwarf, witch, elf, dragon, 

unicorn, fox, wolf, snake, lion, tiger, 

ants, bees, spiders, cat, dog, dinosaur

Read as a reader/writer 

Are there any words we 

don’t know? Can we add 

them to our word 

banks?



Feelings bank
Angry, happy, sad, lonely, kind, generous, jealous, 

cruel, mean, stupid, clever, brave, bold, lazy, lying, 

selfish, helpful, friendly, boastful, greedy

Settings bank
Mountains, lakes, ponds, ocean, sea, river, stream, 

swamp, hills, valley, village, town, city, forest, wood, 

fence, tower, cottage, castle, market, farm, kitchen, 

gate, cave

Magical object bank
Ring, shoe, crown, wand, cloak, gown, cup, ball, spinning 

wheel, needle, lamp, lantern, beans, stones, apple, bag, 

flute, cage







Strategies for story telling

 As a pair, saying the story at the same time

 Word by word, bouncing it back and forth

 Chunk by chunk (sentence by sentence)

 Silently, miming the story

 Using ‘babble gabble’ where the children try to 

race through as fast as possible

 In pairs, like mirrors

 Passing it round the circle

 Retell with expression



Story free-flow
 Free role-play – dress up, story stones, ‘play at the story’

 Puppet theatre

 Story maps – S maps 

 Story toys

 Retell the story and imagine

 Small world

 Art

 What they said – large speech bubbles

 Freeze-frames

 Hot seating

 I can see

 Gossip

 Phone a friend – in character

 Writing in role – letter, postcard, diary



How does this process apply to non-

fiction writing?

We write best about what we know and what 
matters to us. 

The writing is written to engage and inform the 
reader. 

Success in writing is about achieving the aim- i.e
the effect on the reader

Audience + purpose = style +organisation

Transferrable skills



Planning – apply across the curriculum
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Home-learning to support your child’s 

learning:

 Ask your child to show you them retelling the story with actions (use model 

text shared on google classroom)

 Get your child to teach you their story map themselves – learn it together

 Ask your child to write creatively about a stimulus

 Create your own spine and I am poems at home with your child

 Practice the 3 tools your child is working on in lessons together

 Use the boxing up process to plan a story together 

 Play some drama games together using the list on our Talk for Writing 

Framework document

 Read a variety of stories together at home and discuss them as a family – use 

the characters and settings to create new stories or alternative endings



Picture books ideal for retelling
Where’s Spot? – Eric Hill

Dear Zoo – Rod Campbell

Noisy Farm – Rod Campbell

Handa’s Surprise – Eileen Browne

Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What do you See? – Bill Martin, Jr

Polar Bear, Polar Bear, What do you Hear? – Bill Martin, Jr

Jasper’s Beanstalk – Nick Butterworth and Mick Inkpen

The Very Hungry Caterpillar – Eric Carle

Train Ride – June Crebbin

We’re Going on a Bear Hunt – Michael Rosen

Owl Babies – Martin Waddell

Farmer Duck – Martin Waddell

More advanced texts

Gruffalo – Julia Donaldson

The Magic Bed –

John Burningham

Not Now, Bernard –

David McKee

The Tiger Who Came to 

Tea – Judith Kerr

Come on, Daisy! –

Jane Simmons

On the Way Home –

Jill Murphy

Billy’s Beetle –

Mick Inkpen

Can’t you Sleep Little 

Bear – Martin Waddell
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